who've come through
her program
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RUNAWAYS GET B/-\CK ON TRACK ILBY:SHARLENEK JOHNSON f ‘

athleen Boutin w,és o seemmgly posh chlldhood that looked : great therapiSts who had said, As long
_just 13 when she  good from the outside. But things were = asyoudon't get pregnant,and you
started running ‘very different inside. “My momwas ~ graduate from high school, you'll be
away-from home, never actually abusive,” says ‘Kathleen, okay,’” she says. The advice worked,
couch-surfing from - “butmy. i;epfather was. Whatever : . and she followed up with college and a "
one friend’s house & he was on, or whatever harsh career as a professional health worker.
to the next. Time punishments he was unposmg, she - ‘ Now 39 and leOTCEd from her :
after time she was arrested asa would always back him up i : husband of seven years, Kathleen lives
runaway, handcuffed strip- -searched for Kathleen spent time in two dxfferent - with her son, Alex, 15, and daughter,
drugs, labeled * unmanageable and group homes before being sent back to ‘Aurora 11, in Henderson, Nevada: But
forced to go back’ home. ~her family with a new strategy—goto  Kathleen never forgot what it felt like
Not once did anyone ask Kathleen work; go to school and avoid being ‘tobea Kkid onthe run. ‘When' I was
why she ran. After all, she had a home as much as possible. “I had two strugghng to make sense of my life, 1
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. promlsed myself ?that if 1 Was everin a 1

e posMon to change the way troubled

~ klds are treated, ‘ddoit,” she says.
~Kathleen ﬁnally got the opportumty

to fulﬁllthat commitment. “I wasata

‘ pregnancy assistance center for my job
- the Partnerslup and other orgamzatlons
to prov1de services, she added “lobby
‘th state leglslature” to her long to—do

and Imeta 17—year—old girl with four:
chxldren,” she says. “Her situation was:

crazy. She and the kids were sleeplng at’

~ one fnend’s place one mght another

the next night. She reminded me 50

much of where could have ended up.”
Kathleen did some research to see

what other cities were doing about teen

homelessness and was appalled to -
realize that Nevada was “decades and.
decades” behind other states. “Can you
believe there were no services at all?”
she asks. “Shelters and organizations that
served homeless adults couldn’t help so-
called unaccompamed minors without a

parent’s consent.” ' Kathleen immediately -

began drafting a plan to get homeless

teens off the street and help them

: ;becom self—sufﬁment She named
“her v1s1on the Nevada Partnershlp for

‘ managed the
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: adultsy. Tlus “Ri

 find people Who -

o  their Sélf;sufﬁei ney‘slcills;’f The first

~-and meetmgs w1th ,e :
- inte ‘rwews,” says Kathl

protectlon it wou db: 1mpossxble for

granted immnrﬁ i

; apartment and we were
“her file,” says Kathleen

1 dm

Candace S monthly beneﬁts check from .
Social Secunty o
Kathleen qmckly found Candace a

. temporary place to stay nd helped her

retrieve her Social Secnnty money
~ “Withina year | shehadaj

_ married to a great guy.”
In 2005 NPHY opened asecond '
‘center, called Safe Place, andit
“We don’tbombard

kids with pa erwork,” says Kathleen

it takes 10 visits before they,wﬂl sit

huge fchat representanves from the
America Ps'a‘r Assoc an n spent time in

opened 1ts ﬁrst drop-
in center called

‘Vegas storefront
- “What we want 1s

for kids to have a very
‘warm, fnendly
envxronment, says
Kathleen. “Kids can
take a shower, play
video games, heat up
- a'microwave meal or
snack onsome
cookies. Once their
" basic needs are met,

we start working on

 the site will include housing, a child

down w1th a.case manager to

; ‘Leam more about Kathleen eut
‘_wor at nevadahomeless‘ uih.nrg“

' thleen s agenda is a
1 for a $13 million

" campus offenng one-stop services for

homeless teens. Called the Open Door,

care facility, a gym, classrooms, a Zen 1 .
garden and even jobs promded by local
businesses that will build on the site.
Much as she’d like to save every
homeless teen on the street, Kathleen
knows that isn't realistic. But she focuses
on the ones she can help—like Callyce







